The Outer Gopura

The presence of two gateways aligned with the access on the east is sufficient evidence

Outer gateway, intrados of superstructure that two concentric enclosures had been planned around the Brhadisvara temple.

W\I\\\Hm _ o | However, it is n.ot possible to determine whether the seclond enclosure, which should

2 — B i/ - have been contiguous to the outer gopura was ever built, because the vast rampart
iﬂ,_ﬁ‘ —7 4 constructed by the Maratha eliminates all traces.

Rajaraja Cola built the outer gopura in 1010 AD and named it Keralantakan vasal after
one of his titles. It is a five storied structure; the first three storeys are built of granite
stones and the upper storeys are built of brick and mortar. Niches have been planned on
the first floor to house images of various gods, but except for some sculptures, most of
these niches remain empty.

The second or the outer gateway is more simply treated than the inner gateway. The
main body is devoid of door-keepers, and those which flank the axial opening of the first
tier, outwardly as well as facing the temple, may date only from the Nayaka period.

The stucco figures on the upper part of the Gopura were added in the 17th century, by
the Nayaka rulers of Tanjavur.
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West elevation Outer gopura seen behind the toran arch
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Outer Gopura, called Keralantakan
Thiru-Vasal, view from inside

1 g T 1 il FIET R i e —— - .
— ! ] ] i = g m B e - - S Ty S et e YT, . g RN
- . . g " e - % L 7 il 5
E . .y " oy -

- “ . i — g g i s W m_ — ! i

o AR !
: ..I.T.-_,- il q‘.""."‘#"'; ." . :'-.-.---.
PR R TNy aj

Rl Rt

LR

e

| #-
11 i il eadI .
...-|;.=.|Ir!,'rf‘r'.1u' e
W o 4 Lt
(' (HUA -
fliy

g il

A £k AT
Wi L LAy o B

£ T \"-'“5*‘@}"- ek

R LR =
i T -““-;I- oy

Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts

www.ignca.gov.in



